


Links to sessions

• Session 1: https://youtu.be/zEETEAJfLvo

• Session 2: https://youtu.be/quZHwGNstB8

• Session 3: https://youtu.be/LR2gDr01OAU

https://youtu.be/zEETEAJfLvo
https://youtu.be/quZHwGNstB8
https://youtu.be/LR2gDr01OAU


ASTRONOMY for ASTROLOGERS





A day = the time it takes for the 
planet to spin on its own axis.

A Year = the time it takes for the 
planet to spin around the Sun.







Pluto enters Neptune’s orbit:
Pluto enters Neptune’s orbit: January 21, 1979 (19 Libra/19 Sagittarius)
Pluto exits Neptune’s orbit: February 11, 1999 (10 Sagittarius/2 Aquarius)

Pluto spends approx. 
11 years in Scorpio.

And approx. 31 years 
in Taurus.

When closer to the 
Sun, within Neptune’s 
orbit, Pluto spends less 
time in a sign.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/TheKuiperBelt_Orbits_Pluto_Polar.svg


Kuiper Belt objects 

Haumea 283 yr

Makemake 310 yr

Eris 558 yr

GongGong 553 yr

Pluto 248 yr

CERES is considered both an Asteroid and a Dwarf Planet. 
Located in the Asteroid belt.

Scattered Disk objects

Roman/Greek

Roman/Greek

Chinese 

Water God

Easter Island

Egg God

Hawaiian

Mother 

Goddess

Dwarf Planets



Dwarf Planet SEDNA: 11,406 years orbit
Discovered in Nov 14, 2003 when close to its Perihelion: Closest to the Sun

Sedna in Aries: 1864 to 1965 (101 years)
Sedna in Taurus: 1965 to 2024 (59 years)
Sedna in Gemini: 2024 to 2068 (44 years)
Sedna in Cancer: 2068 to 2106 (38 years)
Sedna in Leo: 2106 to 2156 (50 years) Sedna in Aquarius: 1049 to 1629 (580 years)
Sedna in Virgo: Sedna in Pisces: 1629 to 1824 (195 years)

Scattered 

Disk area

- Detached



Sednoid bodies

These bodies were 

discovered when they 

were at their perihelion 

(close to the Sun), 

suggesting several others 

exist, but are currently far 

from us in their orbit.



Astronomy Terms
• Ecliptic – path of the Sun as we see it rotating around us – 0 latitude.

• Zodiac – the band of constellation extending 9 degrees from the ecliptic.

• Geocentric – Earth at the center (as we use our charts)

• Heliocentric – Sun at the center 

In its elliptical orbit, a planet

• closest to the Sun is Perihelion,

• farthest is aphelion

in its elliptical orbit The Moon

• closest to the Earth is Perigee

• Farthest from the Earth is Apogee

• The mean Apogee position is also referred to as the Black Moon Lilith

Zenith – the point that is always above your head (90 degrees top)

Nadir – its opposite

MC Medium Coeli – IC Imum Coeli

• The Midheaven aims to find the part of the ecliptic that corresponds to the highest point in a celestial object's apparent daily traverse of 
the visible sky.

• The midheaven does not represent the point immediately overhead (our local zenith) or even the point of the ecliptic closest to it, but the 
point at which the local meridian (Longitude) intersects with the ecliptic.



Ecliptic = the apparent Path of 

the Sun around the Earth, 

going over the constellations

that we use in Astrology.

Zodiac = the group of 

constellations used in 

astrology, with a range of 8-9 

degrees north

and south of the ecliptic

Celestial Equator, Celestial Poles =

- the extension of the Earth’s equator and poles into space



Celestial Equator plane to 

Ecliptic plane is 23 ½ degrees

Each of the meeting points are 

the EQUINOXES – The Aries 

and Libra points.

The points of greatest distance 

between the two circles are 

the SOLSTICES – The Cancer 

and Capricorn points.





Speed
Per day

Distance from 
the ecliptic

Distance from 
the 0 Aries point 

Distance from 
the celestial 
Equator

When a planet is more than 23.5 degrees 
declination, it is considered Out of Bounds –
This will naturally happen close to the Solstic
points – 0 Cancer and Capricorn







Declination = Distance 
from Celestial Equator 
(from blue circle)

Any planet in the sign of 
Gemini/Cancer will have a 
North + declination.

Any planet in Sag/Cap will 
have a South – declination

Any planet around 0 
Aries/Libra will have a 
declination close to zero.



Directions of Houses

1st/12th Houses EAST

7th/6th Houses WEST

3rd/4th Houses NORTH

9th/10th Houses SOUTH

The direction of HOUSES 
corresponds with the directions 
of SIGNS:

1st House and Aries – both East
12th House and Pisces – both East South
Etc…



Northern Hemisphere seasons





Meridians are the same as Longitudes, and 
measured according to the Prime Meridian at 
0 Greenwich to determine East and West 
coordinates.

Unlike the Equator used to measure latitudes, 
there is no ‘natural’ point to determine 0 
Longitude. Greenwich was decided in 1884 
because Britain at the time was the 
commercial center of the world.

When the Sun crosses the local
Meridian, it determines the MC.

AM = morning = Ante Meridian
The time before the Sun
crosses the local Meridian.

PM = Afternoon = Post Meridian
The time after the Sun has crossed
The local Meridian.



There are 88 Constellations as determined by the IAU in 1930 (International Astronomy

Union)

These constellations are a group of stars that form a pattern, as seen from the earth.

However, the stars in each constellation will be at a completely different distance, so the

pattern only exists from our vantage point.

Different traditions over time have named these constellations differently, however, there are many 

parallels and overlaps.

Largest Constellation

1- Hydra (Water snake) 6 - Eridanus (River) 11 – Ophiuchus (Man Serpent)

2 - Virgo 7 – Pegasus (Mythical Horse) 12 - Leo

3 - Ursa Major (Bear) 8 – Draco (Dragon) 13 – Boote (Herdsman)

4 - Cetus (Whale) 9 – Centaurus 14 - Pisces

5 - Hercules 10 – Aquarius 15 - Sagittarius

THE SKY





Scorpio and 

Ophiuchus

constellations 

and their 

relation to the 

ecliptic





The Solar, Constellational or Traditional Zodiac
The Solar Zodiac refers to the purely astronomical reference of the passage of the Sun through

the signs. This is the zodiac that most scientists refer to when they criticize astrology and say

that charts do not fit the actual passage of the constellations.

The Sun in Aries: April 19 – May 13 (25 days)

The Sun in Taurus: May 14 – June 19 (37 days)

The Sun in Gemini: June 20 – July 20 (31 days)

The Sun in Cancer: July 21 – August 9 (20 days)

The Sun in Leo: August 10 – September 15 (37 days)

The Sun in Virgo: September 16 – October 30 (45 days)

The Sun in Libra: October 31 – November 22 (23 days)

The Sun in Scorpio: November 23 – November 29 (7 days)

The Sun in Ophiuchus: November 30 – December 17 (18 days)

The Sun in Sagittarius: December 18 – January 18 (32 days)

The Sun in Capricorn: January 19 – February 15 (28 days)

The Sun in Aquarius: February 16 – March 11 (24 days)

The Sun in Pisces: March 12 – April 18 (38 days)

There are 13 constellations on the ecliptic and not 12.

Since the 1930 IAU designation of constellations, Ophiuchus (Man and Serpent) is now part of

the ecliptic. However, consider that Ophiuchus may have been integrated into the sign of the 

Scorpio theme, since snakes (and mastery of the snake) were always part of the Scorpio sign.



THE PRECESSION OF THE EQUINOXES
or Axial Precession

As the Earth rotates around the Sun (Year) and unto itself (day), it also wobbles on its poles.

This causes its North and South Pole and the Equators to vacillate like a spinning coin –

• Therefore the direction of its poles changes within a circle of 47 degrees (radius 23.5) – The whole 
woobling cycle takes 25,800 years to complete. It is also referred to as the Great Year.

• It moves approximately 1 degree per 71.6 years (westward) > 360 degrees per 25,800 years.





As the poles vacillate, this causes the 

equator to also shift position, and as a 

result the meeting point between the 

earth’s equator and the ecliptic (The 

Equinox point) changes accordingly > 

1 degree per 71.6 years. 

In the course of the whole wobble 

cycle, the 12 signs on the ecliptic will 

in turn be positioned on the Equinox 

intersection point.

Each sign stays approximately 2150 

years on the Equinox points. They 

move in a retrograde motion: from 

Aries, to Pisces, to Aquarius.

Currently, 6 degrees Pisces is 

aligned with the March Equinox 

point. This is why we have been in 

the Age of Pisces for this whole time.

The September Equinox point is 

therefore aligned with 6 Virgo. Ages 

are actually an axis: Pisces/Virgo.



THE PRECESSION OF THE EQUINOXES
or Axial Precession

As the Earth rotates around the Sun (Year) and unto itself (day), it also wobbles on its poles.

This causes its North and South Pole and the Equators to vacillate like a spinning coin –

• Therefore the direction of earth’s poles changes within a circle of 47 degrees (radius 23.5) – The whole 
wobbling cycle takes approximately 25,800 years to complete. It is also referred to as the Great Year.

• It moves approximately 1 degree per 71.6 years (westward) > 360 degrees per 25,800 years.

• The Vernal (March) Equinox therefore drifts west through the 12 signs. It takes 25,800 years for the 
Vernal Equinox go over all the 12th signs. And so it takes about 2150 years to go over each sign. This 
constitutes an Astrology Age.

• The motion of Precession through the zodiac is reversed, from Aries to Pisces, to Aquarius, and so on…

• Around year 285 AD the Vernal Equinox (Spring in the North) was aligned with Zero Aries - the March 20 
Equinox was indeed aligned with the 0 Aries. But since then, this point of intersection has drifted through 
the zodiac, and it is now about 24 degrees through Pisces. 

• Therefore, today (2022) on the 20th March (Vernal) Equinox, the Sun is actually around 6 Pisces and 
NOT 0 Aries.

• Hellenistic Astrologer Hipparcus is commonly credited for having been the first to publicly document the 
phenomenon, but some claim that the Babylonian and Egyptian had referred to the Precession of the 
Equinoxes, the Great Year cycle, beforehand.



As a result, the North Pole change its direction to 

point to different stars within the 47 degree circle.

Currently, the North Pole is pointing toward the star 

POLARIS (Ursa Minor) > this is why POLARIS is the 

current North Star (Polaris meaning “Guardian of the 

Pole”).

Previous North Stars were Kochab and Thuban, and 

the next one will be Gamma Cephei (3200 years from 

now). The opposite of Polaris is the star Vega in this 

cycle.

The same principle applies to the South Pole, though 

there is no specific star currently aligned with the 

Southern Pole.

The Constellation of Draco is nested within the North 

Pole circle created by the wobble. Thus the Dragon 

is the gate keeper of the Northern portal.



The Tropical Zodiac
used in our astrology system

• The Tropical Zodiac was initiated essentially (but not exclusively) by famed Hellenistic Astrologer Claudius Ptolemy who 
lived in Alexandria, Egypt (which was part of Greece at the time) around 100 CE.

• This zodiac is the one largely used by Astrologers around the world, (except for Vedic Astrologers who use the Sidereal 
Zodiac).

• Ptolemy knew about the Precessional Axis from the writings of Hipparcus, but made a point to always refer to the 
March Equinox as the Aries point.

• We must remember the historical reference that around that time Aries was on the Vernal Equinox! So both 
systems were in sync. But the gap grew as time went by, and Ptolemy wanted to preserve the symmetrical order of 
the zodiac with the Equinoxes and Solstices.

• Therefore, the Tropical zodiac is an abstraction of the Astronomical reference – the same constellation names are used 
as sign names – But the Tropical Zodiac is fixed and does not take the precession into account: March Equinox is 
the Eastern Point of Aries, June Solstice is the North Cancer point, etc…

• The reasoning behind the 12 equal signs: 
• There are approximately 12 lunations per year.

• The zodiac is fixed based on Equinoxes and Solstices. While constellations will drift and change shapes over time, signs 
will not.

• Some astrologers consider the Tropical zodiac to be seasonal – Aries/Taurus/Gemini is always spring, etc… but this is only 
true in the Northern hemisphere. We know that the Tropical zodiac also works in the Southern Hemisphere where seasons 
are reversed, therefore the seasonal argument is not reliable.

• The Tropical zodiac is DIRECTIONAL: Aries is always associated with EAST, Cancer with NORTH, Libra with WEST, 
Capricorn with SOUTH, no matter where you are on the earth. (This idea was spearheaded by astrologer Gemini Brett).



• Astrology critics have a point in saying that the planets are not really where we claim they are, since the position 
of all constellations has now drifted 24 degrees, changing the position of the planets.

• Yet, they are not aware of the Tropical zodiac, and refer to the constellational zodiac in their argument.

• The Tropical Zodiac is also based on archetypes and symbolism, not strictly on Astronomy.

• ASTROLOGY uses ASTRONOMY references, but also incorporates ARCHETYPAL resonance.

• The Signs are named after the Constellations, but they are not constellations – only a division of the 
ecliptic in 12 equal parts. 

• Here is an article written by Rob Hand on the Sidereal and Tropical, with regards to Ophiuchus : 

http://www.arhatmedia.com/Ophiuchus.htm







While the Moon and planets 

follow the Ecliptic (path of the 

Sun), they are not always 

exactly on it.

The Moon’s orbit travels 5 

degrees north and south of the 

Ecliptic.

When the Moon actually crosses 

the ecliptic, it determines the 

NODES of the Moon. North and 

South.

These two Lunar Nodes happen 

to be exactly opposite each 

other.

Each planet goes through the 

same principle, and they each 

have Nodes too. Though 

Planetary Nodes are not 

necessarily exactly opposite 

each other.











Moon on the Nodes = 0 Latitude
Planets early Capricorn = high 
declination of 23 degrees (close to 
solstice point).



When the Sun is close to the Lunar Nodes it is 

eclipse season – during this time the Nodes do 

not move much.

To be able to see this, we need to use TRUE 

NODES, because the Mean Nodes would not 

show that difference in the movement of the 

Nodes.



Planetary Nodes of Outer Planets
when the planet is right on the ecliptic, at 0 Latitude

RANGES for the 20th century

• Jupiter South Node – from 28 Sagittarius to 21 Capricorn

• Jupiter North Node – from 28 Gemini to 21 Cancer

• Saturn South Node – from 17 to 28 Capricorn

• Saturn North Node – from 16 to 29 Cancer

• Uranus South Node – from 10 to 16 Sagittarius

• Uranus North Node – from 10 to 16 Gemini

• Neptune South Node – from 9 to 13 Aquarius

• Neptune North Node – from 9 to 13 Leo

• Pluto South Node – from 17 to 21 Capricorn

• Pluto North Node – from 18 to 21 Cancer

When a planet in your chart conjuncts a planetary Nodes, it is infused with the energy of that planet. For 
example if you have a Moon at 9 Leo, on Neptune’s North Node, that Moon will have strong Neptunian 
qualities.



Astronomy Terms
• Out of Bound planet – When a planet is beyond 23.5 Declination – usually close to 

the Solstice points: 0 Cancer and Capricorn.

• Moon and Planetary Nodes – the points (south and North) where the planets is on 
the ecliptic, at 0 Latitude.

• When a planet squares its own Nodes, it will be at maximum distance from the Ecliptic.




