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The ideas 
described in this article pro-

vide an approach to the identification of 
career orientation potential in the birth chart that 

is different from what is commonly known. This may 
raise a few eyebrows. Nonetheless, the proposed ideas are 

the fruit of personal inspiration that has led to extensive research 
since the year 2000. These concepts have been tested and confirmed 

through countless natal charts over the past several years. I invite you to 
venture with an open mind as I guide you through the realm of the most 

misunderstood archetype in astrology: the Pisces archetype, which is com-
prised of the sign of Pisces, its ruler Neptune, and the 12th house.
 Before delving into the specifics of this study, it is important to clarify that I 
approach astrological analysis from an archetypal point of view. I see the twelve 
signs as twelve primary forces (archetypes) that reflect the overall experience of 
life on Earth. Each of these twelve forces/archetypes manifests through three 
main forms: the sign, the associated house, and the ruling planet (e.g., Aries = 
1st house and ruler Mars). When referring to the Pisces archetype, we have 
the sign of Pisces, the 12th house, and the planet Neptune. It is not the 
purpose of this article to describe the particular nuances and different 

ways that each of these three forms carries the Pisces themes. Conse-
quently, I will generalize and associate anything I attribute to the 

Pisces influence equally to the sign of Pisces, the 12th house, 
and Neptune. As you will note, when I employ exam-

ples in the course of this article, I do the same 
with the other zodiacal archetypes.
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 Most astrologers agree that the Pisces influence in the 
chart represents spiritual development and the transcendence 
of egocentric attachment to matter. It points to the concept 
of “oneness,” which reflects the idea that, beyond our seem-
ing differences, we are basically made of the same substances 
and share similar fundamental goals, such as survival, love, 
and happiness. The Pisces influence reflects what is beyond 
the “time and space” factor and reveals our primal identity as 
children of the universe (or life). Consider the imagery of the 
Pisces archetype as the womb of the universe, from which we 
all originate before we are born into the Aries reality when 
individuation commences. In that universal womb, we can 
remain passive because all is taken care of: Life is 
provided with all natural conditions to support 
its continuation. It is indeed not uncommon 
for people with a strong Piscean signa-
ture (including 12th-house and Neptune 
emphasis) to long for a time when things 
were primal and simpler, and innocence 
was an option under the sheltering sky 
— a memory of paradise hearkening per-
haps to that universal womb.
 If we take this concept to another 
level, the “oneness” attributed to the Pisces 
archetype can manifest, in the context of 
everyday life, as our collective sense of iden-
tity and our relationship to the general public; it 
can refer to the mass effect that dissolves individual dif-
ferences. Anything that cannot be privately owned and is 
shared indiscriminately and impersonally by the collective is 
part of that influence. This includes something as simple as 
a sidewalk; the sidewalk is public domain, and regardless of 
one’s education or background, one can freely walk on it. In 
this same vein, air, water, earth, and light are also available 
beyond discrimination; no one owns oxygen or sunlight (at 
least not yet!). 
 Thus, through the 12th house, Neptune’s position, and 
the placement of Pisces in the chart, we can detect how an 
individual personally copes with and addresses the impersonal 
public domain. This dynamic includes, for example, how 
one deals with taking public transportation. There can be a 
sense of closeness between total strangers under these circum-
stances, because they are “in the same boat,” so to speak. For 
instance, one may engage in conversation with a stranger on 
the train, have a good time, and never see that person again. 
It is an impersonal interaction where a fleeting intimacy is cre-
ated. The capacity to have this intimate moment with a total 
stranger relies on that (usually unconscious) sense of oneness 
symbolized by Pisces. Alternatively, one can feel overwhelmed 
in a public space because boundaries between the self and 
the masses are dissipated, and this can generate a feeling 
of invasion of privacy. In one way or another, through the 
Pisces archetype’s influences, people are exposed to collective 
dynamics and currents, which become part of their existential 
experience.
 Following this thought further, the Pisces archetype also 
reflects how a person taps into public/collective consciousness 
and its needs. The 12th-house content, together with Nep-

tune’s placement and any planets in Pisces, can represent our 
ability to address the public and affect it. From this perspec-
tive, we can also conclude that the Pisces influence represents 
our ability to provide services to the public and answer its 
demands professionally. This archetype basically describes the 
channel through which an individual will deliver the fruit of 
his or her personal skills and efforts to the impersonal public. 
In this equation, the archetype in polarity to Pisces — namely, 
Virgo (the 6th house, the sign of Virgo, and the planet Mer-
cury) — reflects the person’s skills and practical capabilities. 
For a more complete picture of one’s professional potential 
and orientation, one must analyze the whole axis of Virgo/

Pisces, 6th house/12th house, and Mercury/Neptune’s 
placement. From personal observations, it seems 

that this axis describes professional orientation 
more than the 10th house/Midheaven does. 

To further clarify, the 6th house/Virgo/Mer-
cury complex refers to the skills and the 
maintenance work, whereas the 12th 
house/Pisces/Neptune complex describes 
the way one will address public demands 
and provide a service without discrimi-

nation — in other words, it will describe 
one’s professional function. When I refer to 

“service,” it is not necessarily about voluntar-
ism, as one might think, but an actual remuner-

ating profession. 
 For example, if someone owns a store, the Virgo 

part of it would be choosing, pricing, and displaying the mer-
chandise or any other technical aspect of the work, including 
sharing tasks with co-workers and interacting with them. The 
Pisces part of it would be the actual contact with the public. The 
store owner has to passively wait for customers to respond to 
what is offered on the shelves and assess whether it raises inter-
est. Once the technical work is done, there is a surrendering to 
the public response that will determine whether or not one will 
be successful in that particular endeavor and orientation.

Careers through the Pisces Influence
 To understand how to apply these principles in a birth 
chart, here is a list of examples of professional associations 
with the Pisces archetype. These associations are made when 
one factor of the Pisces archetype (sign, house, or planet) is 
synthesized with another sign’s archetype. For example, Mars 
in the 12th house reflects Pisces (12th house) synthesized with 
Aries (Mars). Further applications will follow.

Pisces/Aries: any artistically oriented profession, activism, 
defense, army, crime, criminology, weapons industry, fire-
fighting, sports, sales, sex industry, professions portraying sex 
symbols (fashion modeling, show business).

Pisces/Taurus: finances, banking, loans, music, design (inte-
rior, hair, graphic); landscape architecture, construction indus-
try, massage, sex industry, food industry.

Pisces/Gemini: transportation, travel, communication, lan-
guage and translation, cross-cultural professions, anthropology, 
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lecturing and writing (published), media and journalism, teach-
ing and special education, trend-related professions.

Pisces/Cancer: hospitality industry, food industry, real 
estate, social work, foster care, homeland security, the ability 
to address/affect public emotions: politics, show business.

Pisces/Leo: creativity/art, performance, show business, 
leadership (politics, spiritual teaching, film directing); pro-
fessions related to children (pediatrics, toy/game industry, 
school-teaching, adoption); pet industry, saving lives: 
medical field.

Pisces/Virgo: medical field (conventional or 
alternative modalities); mechanics, main-
tenance, secretarial work, engineering, 
hygiene-related professions, domestica-
tion of the wild (animal training, agri-
culture); professions related to body use 
and refinement (sports, yoga, diet, fitness 
industries); professions related to beauty 
and aesthetics (design, plastic surgery, fash-
ion industry and modeling).

Pisces/Libra: any aspect of counseling (psy-
chology, consulting); mediation, law, wedding indus-
try, professions that relate to the exploration of the lives of 
others (biographies, journalism/interviews); sociology, human 
resources. 

Pisces/Scorpio: therapy (psychology and related alternative 
modalities); defense (crime, criminology, weapons, security); 
sex industry, banking, mortgages, death industry (hospice, 
funeral, coroner’s work). 

Pisces/Sagittarius: publishing, sales, entrepreneurship, 
higher education, mysticism, theology, anthropology, travel.

Pisces/Capricorn: politics, law and law enforcement, pro-
fessions related to morality; mentoring, education, training, 
architecture.

Pisces/Aquarius: all sciences, engineering, computer  
industry, Internet businesses, research and inventions, 
astrology and esoteric disciplines, professions that relate 

to community/organizations; human resources/social 
rights, mental health and psychiatry, media and 

broadcasting, scriptwriting (fiction and sci-
ence fiction); photography, trend-related 

professions.

Pisces/Pisces (e.g., Neptune or Pisces 
in the 12th house or Neptune in Pisces): 
natural resources (oil, gas, gems); ocean-
ography, climate-related professions, 
wildlife and nature, professions related to 

religion and spirituality; vacation industry 
(resorts, travel); public institutions (police, 

health care, firefighting, army, welfare); movie 
industry.

 
 Let us explore an example of potential vocational ori-
entation as an astrologer. Although astrology surely applies 
to counseling and therapy-related professions as well (listed 
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Chart 1: 
George W. Bush

Chart 2: 
Bill Clinton

All charts use Koch houses  
and the True Node.

above: Libra or Scorpio with Pisces), it is more specifically 
associated with combinations of the Pisces and Aquarius 
archetypes. These combinations predominantly include: 
Neptune or Pisces in the 11th house, Uranus or Aquarius 
in the 12th house, Neptune in Aquarius, Uranus in Pisces,1 
or major aspects between Neptune and Uranus. Neptune/
Pisces/12th house refers to providing a service to the 
masses/public, and Aquarius/Uranus/11th house 
refers to the field of astrology. Whatever 
energy is associated with the Pisces arche-
type — by house, sign, or planet — can 
become a channel for one to address 
public needs through a career. Refer-
ring back to the above example, when 
Aquarian themes are associated with the 
Pisces archetype in some way, one may 
have an Aquarian-type profession, which 
includes (among other options) astrology.

Application of Principles
 The more intricate details of this paradigm 
are described in my book on the subject, Neptune, 
the 12th House and Pisces.2 However, to provide an immedi-
ate yet tangible reference to the validity of these affirmations, let 
us use some real-life examples. For this purpose, I will explore 
the astrological signatures for the profession of politics. Follow-
ing the above principles, a career in politics is represented by 
combinations of Pisces (accessing the public through a career) 
with Capricorn (politics) or with Leo (leadership, role model, 
iconic image). Thus, the following combinations are astrological 
signatures referring to a potential for a career in politics: Nep-
tune or Pisces in the 10th house, Saturn or Capricorn in the 
12th house, major aspects between Saturn and Neptune, Sat-
urn in Pisces, Neptune in Capricorn — or Neptune or Pisces in 

the 5th house, the Sun or Leo in the 12th house, major aspects 
between Neptune and the Sun, the Sun in Pisces, or Neptune 
in Leo.
 It is no coincidence that many politicians share those sig-
natures. The most immediate example is President George 
W. Bush, who has both the Sun and Saturn in the 12th house 

(and a Sun–Neptune square) and yet no planets in the 
10th house! (See Chart 1, below.) If we followed 

traditional wisdom when looking at Bush’s 12th 
house, we might assume that he would oper-

ate behind the scenes or lead the life of a 
monk. Instead, he is a prominent pub-
lic figure, widely exposed to the masses, 
whose personal life completely revolves 
around the public arena through the vehi-
cle of politics (12th-house Saturn) and 
leadership (12th-house Sun).

 Former British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair fits this equation as well, with a 12th-

house Sun and a Saturn–Neptune conjunc-
tion. His successor, Gordon Brown, has the Sun 

in Pisces as part of a stellium in the 12th house; 
also, Saturn squares his 12th-house ruler, Uranus. Abdul-
lah II, king and head of state of Jordan, has Neptune in the 
10th house, squaring his Sun–Saturn conjunction. Indian 
leader Indira Gandhi had Saturn conjunct Neptune in the 
12th house in Leo. French President Jacques Chirac has 
Saturn in the 12th, and Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlus-
coni has Saturn in Pisces opposing Neptune in Virgo (charts 
not shown). Former President Bill Clinton is a less obvious 
example (see Chart 2, below): The ruler of his 12th house, 
Mercury, conjoins Saturn; he has Neptune on his Ascend-
ant squaring his Midheaven (MC) and sextiling Saturn. The 
fact that Neptune so tightly locks onto the angles of Clinton’s 
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chart (including the 10th house of politics) makes him suited 
for such a public role.
 These concepts do not end with politicians and leaders; 
they apply to any profession, be it the shoemaker, the baker, 
or the street cleaner. We all have Neptune, the 12th house, 
and Pisces somewhere in our chart, reflecting the prime incli-
nations for our vocation. Generally speaking, individuals 
with an emphasized signature in Pisces or a 12th-house stel-
lium are likely to be involved in collective matters, often to the 
point of overshadowing their intimate reality and needs. 
There is much more to the 12th house than the 
limited and gloomy “behind the scenes” asso-
ciations or the connection to confining insti-
tutions. Consider the chart of Mick Jagger, 
and observe his Mars and Moon in Tau-
rus in the 12th house (see Chart 3, 
below). Taurus is obviously associated 
with music; Mars, with artistic and instinc-
tual expression. Since these planets are 
in Jagger’s 12th house, he can tap into 
public needs through the channel of rock 
music. Also, Neptune in his 5th house takes 
his creativity (5th) to the mass level (Neptune) 
and makes a collective (Neptune) icon (5th) out 
of his personality (5th). According to the classical 
interpretation of the MC, Jagger’s Aquarius cusp and 10th-
house ruler, Uranus in Gemini, would indicate a career in 
more intellectual fields such as the sciences or the media. 
 Here is another music industry example: Rod Stewart 
(see Chart 4, below). Venus in Pisces in his 5th house clearly 

demonstrates a career (Pisces) in music (Venus) through cre-
ativity (5th), turning him into an icon (Pisces in the 5th). As 
mentioned, a general signature for an artistic career is often 
seen in the Aries influence combined with the Pisces arche-
type, such as Mars in the 12th house, major aspects between 
Mars and Neptune, Mars in Pisces, or Neptune in the 1st 
house. Rod Stewart has Mars square his 12th-house Neptune, 
and Mick Jagger has Mars in the 12th house. Another exam-
ple is Johnny Cash. Could his case be any more striking? 
Mars in Pisces in the 12th house opposes Neptune! The ruler 
of his 12th house, Uranus, is conjunct Venus, which is the 
planet specifically representing music (chart not shown).
 The conclusion is that any sign, house, or planet in the 
chart that is associated, directly or indirectly, with the 12th 

house, Neptune, or Pisces can be expressed on a pub-
lic/collective level through a profession. It is impor-

tant to understand, however, that this does 
not mean that the Pisces archetype refers to 

a more glamorous or soulful career, while 
the “boring job” would be the 10th house. 
Although fame and glamour can surely be 
part of the Pisces archetype dynamic, we 
can also expect to find the more acces-
sible professions, such as housecleaner 
(Virgo influence with Pisces), taxi driver 

(Gemini influence with Pisces), or electri-
cian (Aquarius influence with Pisces). Tap-

ping into a collective need through one’s 
profession can be done quite mundanely; in fact, 

this is more common than the glamorous expressions.
 Moreover, as we analyze the chart through this lens, it 
becomes obvious that multiple options are identified when 
adding up all the chart factors involved with the Pisces 
archetype. A person may, for example, have Virgo on the 
12th-house cusp, Neptune in the 2nd house, and Jupiter in 
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Chart 5: 
David Lynch

Pisces in the natal chart. Will this person have a profession 
in the medical field (Virgo in the 12th), in music or finances 
(Neptune in the 2nd), or in publishing (Jupiter in Pisces)? 
The answer is that all these options are possible! 
We must keep in mind that people do change 
careers in the course of their lives, and though 
all the options will not likely be realized, 
they do remain options. An analysis of the 
overall chart dynamics can help to nar-
row the field in this regard.
 We can recognize mundane profes-
sional options through the Pisces arche-
type, but public recognition, fame, and 
notoriety are also part of the 12th house, 
Pisces, and Neptune influence. Through 
these channels, we can witness a single indi-
vidual rising to public eminence and affect-
ing cultural trends, sometimes even changing the 
course of history. These influences often point to the 
possibility of being remembered beyond the confines of one’s 
own time. Consider Adolf Hitler, who is forever engraved 
on our collective consciousness because of his mass destruc-
tion and genocide; he had Neptune conjunct Pluto in the 8th 
house (chart not shown). With Neptune in Gemini, he was 
able to brainwash the masses and manipulate information for 
his purposes.
 The question remains: If the 10th house does not rep-
resent a choice of career according to this perspective, then 
what is it about? The way I personally see it, the 10th house 
demonstrates how we approach the public arena and how 
we are going to promote and manage our career, rather than 
the actual choice of career. Using the example of George W. 
Bush, his career orientation is predominantly politics (the Sun 
and Saturn in the 12th house in Cancer), but he has managed 
his career through the sign of Aries in the 10th house — that 

is, in a very entrepreneurial way: defensively and quite graph-
ically by launching a war.
 Another example is film director David Lynch (see Chart 

5, below). Natal Neptune in the 11th house describes 
his professional orientation as a fiction and science 

fiction scriptwriter, venturing within the com-
plexity of mental health and esoteric spheres 

typical of that position. Also, having Pisces 
on the 5th-house cusp reflects more spe-
cifically the position of a film director who 
is recognized as an icon in his field. Lynch 
has Virgo on his MC (conjunct the Moon). 
His profession is obviously unrelated to 
any Virgo field; however, those familiar 

with his work will agree that his approach 
to his profession (the how) is clearly Virgo 

oriented: He is a master of details and a true 
perfectionist. He has chosen to produce and dis-

tribute his latest film himself, to avoid compromising the 
content of the film; this demonstrates the extent of his purist 
tendencies.

 I invite you to explore these ideas and reconsider how 
you have approached the 12th house, Neptune, and Pisces 
in chart analysis. Surely, with Neptune moving closer to the 
sign of Pisces itself, we need to shed more light into this foggy 
corner of the zodiac! As our consciousness evolves over the 
course of time, so does our understanding of astrology.
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Chart Data and Sources
(in alphabetical order)

Abdullah II, King of Jordan, January 30, 1962; 5:23 a.m. EET; 
Amman, Jordan (31°N57', 35°E56'); A: Deirdre Carmichael quotes the 
Jordan Times Web site.

Silvio Berlusconi, September 29, 1936; 5:40 a.m. MET; Milan, Italy 
(45°N28', 09°E12'); A: Bordoni quotes his lawyer for 5:40 a.m., time 
from Berlusconi himself.

Tony Blair, May 6, 1953; 6:10 a.m. GDT; Edinburgh, Scotland (55°N57', 
03°W13'); AA: Caroline Gerard quotes birth certificate.

Gordon Brown, February 20, 1951; 8:40 a.m. GMT; Giffnock, Scotland 
(55°N48', 04°W20'); AA: Pulsar Collection quotes birth certificate.

George W. Bush, July 6, 1946; 7:26 a.m. EDT; New Haven, CT, USA 
(41°N18', 72°W55'); AA: from hospital records.

Johnny Cash, February 26, 1932; 7:30 a.m. CST; Kingsland, AR, USA 
(33°N52', 92°W18'); A: mother’s memory; date and place confirmed by 
birth certificate.

Jacques Chirac, November 29, 1932; 12:00 p.m. GMT; Paris, France 
(48°N52', 02°E20'); AA: birth certificate. 

Bill Clinton, August 19, 1946; 8:51 a.m. CST; Hope, AR, USA (33°N40', 
93°W35'); A: birth time noted by his mother in a letter to Shelley Ack-
erman.

Indira Gandhi, November 19, 1917; 11:11 p.m. IST; Allahabad, India 
(25°N27', 81°E51'); A: Robert Jansky quotes her private secretary.

Adolf Hitler, April 20, 1889; 6:30 p.m. GDT; Braunau am Inn, Austria 
(48°N15', 13°E02'); AA: Zenit 11/33 quotes birth record.

Mick Jagger, July 26, 1943; 2:30 a.m. GDW; Dartford, England 
(51°N27', 00°E14'); A: Ananda Bagley quotes a mutual friend in 1970, 
from the doctor who delivered Jagger “between 2:00 and 3:00 a.m.”

David Lynch, January 20, 1946; 3:00 a.m. MST; Missoula, MT, USA 
(46°N42', 113°W59'); AA: birth certificate. 

Rod Stewart, January 10, 1945; 1:17 a.m. GWT; Highgate, England 
(51°N34', 00°W09'); A: Dana Haynes quotes his wife, Kimberly Stew-
art, data from him as “just after the pubs closed.” Debbi Kempton-Smith 
quotes him for 1:17 a.m.

Notes
1. Editor’s Note: We were concerned that readers might wonder about 
the outer planets in a certain sign being shared by a whole generation of 
people. The author explains: “The way I see it is that outer planets do 
have personal applications. There are as many people who have, say, a 
Taurus Moon as have Neptune in Aquarius. It’s just that the time frame is 
more concentrated for the latter placement. Therefore, just as not every-
one with a Taurus Moon will be materialistic, so not everyone with Nep-
tune in Aquarius will become an astrologer. I am referring to potential 
here. The Neptune in Aquarius and Uranus in Pisces generation will have 
a predominant potential to choose an Aquarian-type career.”

2. Maurice Fernandez, Neptune, the 12th House and Pisces: The End of 
Hope, the Beginning of Truth, Trafford Publishing, 2004.
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